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o THE 


REASONS 


FOR EXPECTING THAT VIRTUOUS MEN 
SHALL MEET AFTER DEATH IN A 
STATE OF HAPPINESS. 


a 


O perſon who ever makes any ſerious reflec- 
| tions, can avoid wiſhing earneſtly to be 
ſatisfied, Whether there is a future ſtate? And if 
there is, What expectations he ought to entertain 
with reſpect to it, and by what means his happineſs 


in it muſt be ſecured ? 


There are many arguments which lead us t6 
conclude, in anſwer to the firſt of theſe queſtions, 
that we are indeed defigned for another ſtate. And 


there are alſo many which at the ſame time prove, 


that the practice of virtue muſt be our beſt ſecurity 
in all events, and the moſt likely method to ſecure 
happineſs through every poſſible future period of 
our duration. True goodneſs is the image of the 
Deity in our ſouls; and it is not conceivable that it 
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ſhould not recommend us to his particular regard, 
or that thoſe who practiſe it ſhould not be always 


ſafeſt and happieſt. On the ſuppoſition of a future 
world, nothing offers itſelf more unayoidably to our 
Sh thoughts than the notion, that it will be a ſtate in 
which preſent inequalities will be ſet right, and a 
ſuitable RIPE, made between good and bad 


men. 


It muſt however be ain; that this ſubject, as 
it appears to the eye of unaſſiſted reaſon, is involved 


in much darkneſs. That in the future ſtate all men 


ſhall receive an adequate retribution, we may in general 
know ; but, had we nothing to guide us beſides 


natural light, we could not go much further on 


any ſure grounds, or give a ſatisfactory PT to 
f ſeveral very intereſting inquiries. 


The conſideration, particularly, of LE as 


| guilty creatures, would raiſe doubts in our minds ; 
and theſe doubts would not be leſſened but increaſed 
by reflecting, that under the divine government, 
happineſs is connected with virtue, and puniſhment 
with vice. The fact, that virtue will be rewarded, 


does not by any means determine what ſuch virtue 
as ours may expect. The virtuous among mankind 


are to be conſidered as hienitent fe nmr, and what 


peculiar treatment the caſes of ſuch may require, 
or how far repentance might avail to break the 


connection eſtabliſned by the divine laws between 


fin. aud miſery, would not, I think, be clear to us. 
2 Here 


S L ĩði) e eee ants cl. eh IN 
e CO TORE. = 8 e 8 


—_ "PEPE, Fee PE: = , 
Sp eh ts AR om. 4 


— 


r 


. 
pt. UL 6 AIR 92 * 


P 5 i S 3 A 8 . + 5 — ON 
et DEG DT te Mota 0 ed AER ww; va 


in the Heavenly State. ; "Sp 


Har then the aid of the chriſtian revelation 
comes in moſt ſeaſonably, and gives us the moſt 
agreeable information, It furniſhes us with a cer- 
lain proof from fact of a future ſtate, and ſhews to : 
bur ſenſes the path of life in the reſurrection and 


aſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt, It aſſures us, that re- 


pentance will be available to dur complete ſalvation, 


and that all virtuous men ſhall be rewarded with a 


bleſſed and glorious IMMORTALITY. At the ſame 


time, it teaches us to conſider this as the effect, not 
of the ordinary laws of the divine government, but 


of a particular interpoſition in our favour, and a 


love to man in Feſus Chriſt which paſſes knowledge. 


But it is not my preſent purpoſe to inſiſt on theſe 
things. The reality of a future ſtate, as it is diſ- 


coverable by reaſon, and as it has been confirmed 


and explained by the chriſtian revelation, muſt be 
now taken for granted. The deſign of this diſcourſe 
is only to offer a few thoughts on one particular 
queſtion relating to it, which, though not of the 
higheft, is yet of ſome conſequence. I mean the 
queſtion, © How far we have reaſon to expect, that 
« we ſhall hereafter be reſtored to an acquaintance 


wich one another, or again ſee and know one 


% another.“ 


There are probably but few who have felt what 
it is to be deprived by death of perſons they loved, 


whoſe thoughts have not been a good deal employed 


on this point. What, on ſuch occaſions, we muſt 
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deſire chiefly to know is, that our friends are happy; 
but it 18 unavoidable to inquire further concerning 


them with ſome anxiety, whether we are likely ever 
to ſee them again. It would be diſmal to think of 


a departed friend or relative, that . He is gone from 
us for ever, that he exiſts no more to us.” But 


virtuous men have no reaſon for any ſuch apprehen- 
Gons : And one of the unſpeakable comforts attend- 


ing the belief of a future ſtate, ariſes from the hope 


it gives of having our friendſhips perpetuated, and 


being re-united in happier regions to thoſe whom 


we have loved and honoured here. I am well fatifs 
| fied that this is a very rational hope; and in order 
to ſhew that it is fo, I ſhall beg leave to offer the 


following obſervations. 


Let it be conſidered firſt, what effect our 1 
recollection of thoſe who are now dear to us, is 
likely to have upon us. We have great reaſon to 
believe, that all the ſcenes of this life will, in the 
future life, be preſented to our memories, and that 
we ſhall then recover the greateſt part, if not the 
| whole of our preſent conſciouſneſs. The ſcriptures 
teach us this in a very ſtriking manner. It is not 


therefore to be doubted, but that we ſhall hereafter 
have a diſtin remembrance of our virtuous friends 


and kigdred; and this remembrance, one would 
think, muſt be attended with ſome revival of par- 
| ticular regard, and have a tendency to draw us to 


one another, as far as 1t will be poſſible or proper. 
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It will, I know, be objected to this, chat our 


attachments to relations and friends are derived from 


inſtincts which have been planted in us to carry on 


the purpoſes of the preſent ſtate, and which muſt 
ceaſe intirely hereafter. This is, undoubtedly, in 
ſome degree true. Every inſtinctive determination, 
which reſpects only the exigencies of the preſent 
life, will ceaſe with it. But does it follow from 


hence, that we are likely hereafter to be left as 


indifferent to thoſe who are now our relations and 


friends, as if we had never known them? This 
would be a very wrong concluſion. The natures 
of things render it ſcareely conceivable, that the 


recollection. of thoſe valuable perſons with whom 


we now have connections, (of valuable paxents, for 


example, who had the care of us in our firſt years, 
and have brought us up to virtue and happineſs,) 
ſhould not, in every future period of our duration, 
endear their memory to us, and give-us a particular 


preference of them, and inclination to ſeek their 


ſociery. Many of the diſtinctions, which we make 


in our regards between ſome and others, are derived 


from reaſon and neceſſity ; and this ſeems to be the 
caſe in the preſent inſtance. We are, perhaps, apt 


ſometimes to carry our notions too, far of the dif- 


ference between what we now are, and what we 


ſhall be in the next Rage of our being. It would 


be abſurd to ſuppoſe, that we ſhall hereafter want 


all particular deſires and nn Benevolence, 
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eurioſity, ſelf. love, the deſire of honour, and moll 


of our more noble and generous affections, will 
not decreaſe but grow as the perfection of our in- 


tellectual nature grows: And even our preſent ſocial 
3n/linfts may leave effects on our tempers which 


may produce an everlaſting union of ſouls, and lay 
the foundation of ſentiments and deſires which ſhall 
never be loſt. 


But theſe obſervations, I am ſenſible; are not 
rely to the preſent purpoſe. What affords the 


plaineſt evidence on this ſubject, is the following 
conſideration, There is great reaſon to believe that 


virtuous men, as beings of the ſame fpecies who 
have begun exiſtence in the ſame circumſtances, 


and been trained up to virtue in the ſame ſtate of 
trial and diſcipline, will be hereafter placed in the 


Tame common manſions of felicity. It is groundleſs 


and unnatural to imagine, that after paſſing through 


chis life, they will be removed to different worlds, 
or ſcattered into different regions of the univerſe, 


The language of the ſcr iptures ſeems plainly and 


expreſsly to determine the contrary. They acquaint 
us, that mankind are to be raiſed from the dead 


Together, and to be judged together ; and that the 
-Fighteous, after the general reſurrection and judg- 


ment, are to be taken together to the ſame heavenly 
'ſtate; there to live and reign with Chriſt, and to 
'ſhare in his dignity. and happineſs. When, in the 
epiſtle to the * (chap. xii. 22, 23, 24,) we 
Mens 3 are 
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ate ſaid, in conſequence of the clear diſcoveries 
made by the goſpel of a future ſtate, to be, as it 
were, already come to the city of the living Cod, to 
an innumerable company of Angels, to the general 
aſſembly and church of the firft-born, and to the ſþi- 
rits of juſt men made perfect: it is plainly implied, 
that we are to join the general aſſembly of juſt men 
and of angels in the realms of light, and to be-fixed 
in the ſame manſions with them. 

The ſtate of future reward is frequently, in the 
New Teſtament, deſcribed under the notion of a 
city, that is, a community or ſociety. It is likewiſe 
very often called a kingdom ; the kingdom of Ged, 
and the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Feſus Chriſt. The great end of Chriſt's coming into 
the world was to lay the foundation of this king- 
dom, by ſaving men from the effects of guilt, de- 
livering them from fin and death, and uniting the 
virtuous part of them under one perfect and ever- 
laſting government in the heavens. 'Tis ſaid of the 
true diſciples of Chriſt, that * becauſe he lives, they 
Aall live alſo ; that they ſhall hereafter afifiear with 
him in glory: that he is now entered for them into 
heaven as their forerunner ; that he is there preparing 
a face for them, and that he will ſoon come again 
to take them to himſelf, that where is, there they may 
be alſo, beholding his glory. This account is utterly 
apconhſtent with the ſuppoſition, that thoſe who 

* John. 
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ſhall partake of the future reward of virtue are to 


be diſperſed into different parts of the univerſe, and 
ſcarcely leaves us any room to doubt on the preſent 
queſtion. For, is it poſſible, that we ſhould be 


happy hereafter in the ſame ſeats of Joy, under the 
fame perfect government, and as members of the 
ſame heavenly ſociety, and yet remain ſtrangers to 


one another? Shall we be together with Chriſt, 
and yet not with one another? Or ſhall we loſe 


one another in that multitude which cannot be num- 


hered *, of thoſe who have been reſcued by him 


from deſtruction; and who will follow him to his 
_ everlaſting kingdom? Being in the ſame happy 
Nate with our preſent virtuous friends and relatives, 
Will they not be acceſſible to us? And if acceſſible, 
Shall we not fly to them, and mingle hearts and 


fouls again? I am very ſenſible, that a great deal 
f what the ſcriptures ſay of the future ſtdte is 
accommodated to our preſent imperfe& ideas, and 


muſt not be underſtood too literally. But if, in the 


preſent inſtance, it means any thing, it muſt mean 


as much as implies what I am pleading for. 


In order to give ſome further evidence on this 
point, it will not be amiſs to defire, that the fol- 
lowing paſſages of ſcripture may be attended to. 

The Theſſalonians, a little before St. Paul wrote 


his firſt epiſtle to them, had, it ſeems, loſt ſoine of 
. their friends by death. In theſe circumſtances, he 


Rey. vii, g. 3 
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exhorts them not to ferrow like others who had ns 
_ hofie, becauſe they might conclude certainly, from 
the death and reſurrection of Jeſus, that thoſe who 
had ſlept in him, God would hereafter bring with him. 
He tells them by the word of the Lord, or, as from 
immediate revelation, that a period was coming 
when Chriſt would deſcend from heaven with a 
Aout, with the voice of the arch-angel, and with the 
trumfi of God; and when the friends they had loſt 
ſhould be raiſed from the dead, and, together with 
themſelves, ould b& caught uh to meet the Lord in 
the air, and to live fer ever with him. 1 Theſſ. iv. 
| 13, 14, &c. | 
But what I have in view is more diſtinctly aſſert- 
ed in the 2d chapter of this epiſtle, verſe 19th. 
For what is our hofie, our joy, our crown of rejoicing ? 
Are not even ye in the fireſence of our Lord Feſus at 
his coming? "Tis moſt plainly implied in theſe 
words, that the apoſtle expected to ſee and know 


again his Theſſalonian converts at Chriſt's ſecond 


coming. The ſame remark may be made on his 
words in 2 Cor. iv. 14. knowing, that he which 
raiſed uf the Lord Feſus, fhall raiſe us ui alfa by 
Jeſus, and ſireſent us with you. And alſo in 2 Cor. 
10 14. As you have acknowledged us in fart, that 
we are your rejoicing, even ſo ye alſo are ours in the 
day of the Lord Feſus. | 

Having made theſe obſervations to 3 l we 
may wich reaſon entertain the expectation of joining 
B 6 one 
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one another hereafter ; I ſhall now beg leave to 
give myſelf free ſcope in imagining and repreſenting 

the: happineſs with which it will be attended. It 
is ſcarcely poſſible for any perſon not to look upon 
this, as one moſt. agreeable circumftance in the 
future ſtate of felicity. It has a tendency to render 
the contemplation of another world much more 
delightful. -"The hope of it riſes up unavoidably in 
our minds, and has generally, if not always *, 
accompanied the belief of a future exiſtence. Nor 
does there appear the leaſt reaſon why we ſhould 
| heſitate here a moment, or refuſe falling in readily 
with the natural and common apprehenſions of 
mankind. Without dwelling therefore any longer 
on the evidence for this point, let us recollect ſome 
of the particular circumſtances which will contri- 
bute towards rendering the future Penn." of 
virtuous men joyful. . 

One of theſe circumſtances will be the remem- 
Sa of heir preſent connections with one ano- 
ther. For men to meet men in the heavenly ſociety; 

for beings to join one another hereafter, who have 
begun their exiſtence on the ſame planet, felt the 
e and argon the ſame e muſt 
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be the cauſe of pleaſure. What then will it be for 
friends to meet Friends, and indred to meet kindred 2 

What will itbe, after obtaining a complete conqueſt 

over death, to be reſtored to thoſe who are now 
dear to us as our own ſouls, and to whoſe example 
and inſtructions we are, perhaps, indebted for the 
higheſt bleſſings? With what delight will the pious 
parent meet his children, the huſband the wife, and 
the maſter his family? How will many good men, 
now of oppolite ſentiments, rejoice to ſee one 
another in bliſs, and to find thoſe errors corrected 
and thoſe ſilly prejudices removed, which here keep 


them at a diſtance from one another? How will 


the faithful clergyman rejoice with thofe of his 
flock who have profited by his labours, and whom 
he has been the means of reclaiming from vice, or 
improving in goodneſs? What congratulations and 
mutual welcomings, may we ſuppoſe, will then 
| take place between all virtuous friends? How 
agreeable will it be to review together the conver- 
ſations which they have with one another in this 
ſtate of darkneſs, and to recollect and compare the 
ſcenes they now paſs through, the doubts that now 
perplex them, the different parts they now act, and 
the different temptations and trials with which they 
| ſtruggle? Are ſuch views and reflections all vi- 
ſionary ? Surely they are not. If there is indeed ts 
be that future junction of the worthy among man- 
Fs which I have pleaded for, they are ſufficiently 
B War- 
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warranted, and muſt offer themſelves to every 


confiderate mind. 
Another circumſtance which will contribute to 


the } joy we fhall have in meeting one another here- 
after, will be our reflection on the common danger 
we ſhall have eſcaped. We are told in the plaineſt 
terms by the mouth of divine wiſdom, that all who 
do wickedly ſhall be doomed to that everlaſting fire 
which was prepared for the devil and his angels ; 
and that broad is the way, and wide the gate that 
leadeth to deſtruction, and that many there be who go 
in thereat. Every perſon, therefore, who ſhall 


hereafter attain to happineſs, will be one eſcaped 
from great danger. And can it be imagined, that 


the remembrance of this will have no tendency to 


enhance the ſatisfaction attending the future junc- 
tion of good men? Will it not be agreeable to ſee 
that, amidſt the diſmal wreck, our friends have 


been preſerved; and that they are ſafe landed, after 


being toſſed on the ſea of this world, and running 
numberlefs riſks of being caſt away? Will it not 
give us the higheſt pleaſure to meet among the 


bleſſed, thoſe perſons for whom, perhaps, we have 


often ſighed and trembled; or to find, that inſtead 


of being numbered among the loſt and miſerable, 
our earneſt wiſhes for them have been anſwered, 


that they have acquitted themſelves well in life, and 
ehoſen that good part aur, will never be taken from 
them? 


nr 


Thirdly, 


n 
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Thirdly, Tt may be proper, on this occaſion, to 
think of the place where we ſhall hereafter join 


our virtuous friends. We ſhall meet them in the 


realms of light; in that city * which hath founda- 
tions, whoſe builder and maker is God; in the ever- 


laſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 


We ſhall ſee them again in thoſe new heavens and 


that new I earth wherein dwelleth righiteouſneſs, into 
which nothing that defileth, or that loveth or maketh 
a lie, Mall be admitted+; where all tears fhall be 
wied away from our eyes, and ain and death and 
forrow /hall be known no more]; where nature will 
ſhew us its moſt glorious face, and order, peace 


and love reign in full perfection for ever. 


But one of the particulars that moſt requires our 


notice here is, that our friends will then have loſt 
their preſent weakneſſes. They will not then be 
ſuch frail and helpleſs beings as we now ſee them. 


They will not be liable to be inſnared by tempta- 
tions, or ruffled by unreaſonable paſhons. They 
will not be haſty in their judgments, capricious in | 
their tempers, or narrow in their opinions. Every 
wrong bias will, be taken from their wills, and 
the imperfections, which now render them leſs 
amiable, will be removed. Our hearts ſhall never 
more ache for their troubles, or feel anguiſh on 


# Heb, xi, 10. | 2 Pet, iii, 13. 
Rev. xxi. 254 | l Rey, xxi. 4. 2 


their 


— 


— ono; 


5 3 


— — —— cy 
. — 
— . nee en 
1 
— — 


. 27 2 r - . —— —— = 
- — — 2 — 2 — — B — = I 2 - 
_ * 2 — — = —— — — bn — 8 A > 
1 u 2 
: * 
# 
< 


"Us The Junction of virtuous Men 


their account. They will be paſt all ſtorms, cured 


of all follies, and eaſed of all pains. They will 


-appear in finiſhed dignity and honour, after the 


education and diſcipline of this world, and be en- 


dowed with every excellence which we can with 
them to have. What pleaſure will it give to meet 


them in theſe circumſtances ? How delightful will 
be our intercourſe with them when they, together 
with our ſelves, ſhall be thus e and im⸗ 
proved? : 


Once more. In the future world, there wy be 
no ſuch painful ſeparations from our friends as' we 


now ſuffer. It can ſcarcely be ſaid that we have in 


this life, more than juſt time enough to begin 


friendſhips, and to feel the pangs of ſorrow that 


attend the diſſolution of them. But, in the heavenly 


| ate, we ſhall feel no ſorrows of this kind. Our 


friends will be immortal. Our happineſs in them 
will be liable to no abatements from the ſad ap- 


prehenſion of being ſoon parted from them, and 
ſeeing them ſink under decay and ſickneſs. We 


ſhall never be witneſſes to any ſuch ſhocking ſcenes 
as their expiring agonies. The cruel hand of 


death will not be able there to reach them, and to 


tear them from our embraces :. They will flouriſh 


* © Who would not (ſays Socrates in.his Apology) part with 
2 a great deal to. purchaſe a meeting with Orpheus, Heſiod, Homer, 
«6 os ? If it be true that ais! is to be the conſequence of death, 
1010 61 would 
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in eternal health and vigour, and be with us for 


ever with the Lord. Such are the circumſtances 
that, we may imagine, will contribute to the joy 
attending the future junction of virtuous men in the 
heavenly ſtate. I cannot help adding the inne 
reflexions. 

Firſt, What I have been ſaying has a tendency 


to increaſe our ſatisfaction in our friends. Tie 


pr oſpect, in general, of a future ſtate, muſt have a 


moſt friendly influence on our preſent enjoyments. 
What, indeed, is human life without ſuch a prot- 


pet? What darkneſs reſts upon it, when we 
| conſider it as no more than a paſſing ſhadow, 


which appeareth for a little while and then vamſheth 
away ; or, as a ſhort period of tumultuous buſtle | 


and uncertain happineſs diminithed by many VEX= 


ations, with an infinite blank before and behind it? 
Such a view of life deprives its pleaſures of their 


_ reliſh. It is enough to chill all our thoughts, and 
to break every ſpring of noble action within us. 


But if, in reality, this life is only an introduction 


to a better life, or the feeble 7nfancy of an exiſtence 


« ] would even be glad to die often, What pleaſure will it give 


4 to live with Palamedes and others, who ſuffered unjuſtly, and to 


« compare my tate with theirs ? What an inconceivable happineſs 


will it be to converfe, in another world, with Sifiphus, Ulyſſes, 


Kc. eſpecially, as thoſe who inhabit that world ſhall die no 


„more? — Ka u Toy NoTev, (cov afaveru un; karg ys 7% 
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that ſhall never end, it appears with unſpeakabſe 
dignity; it has an infinitely important end and 
meaning ; all its enjoyments receive an additional 
reliſh, and the face of nature will ſhine with greater 
beauty and luſtre. In particular, the conſideration 
of the circumſtance relating to our future exiſtence 
on which I have been infiſting, will communicate 
new joy to all our preſent Friendſtiſis. The re- 
| flection on our friends as heirs with us of the ſame 
! bleſſed immortality, as perſons whom we ſhall 


4 meet in the regions of heavenly bliſs and live with 
= for ever, muſt chear our minds in all our intercouſe 
] with them, and cauſe us to look upon them with 
1 the higheſt affection and delight. But, to conſider 
| them as only beings of a day, who are to periſh in 


| | death we know not how ſoon ; How uncomfortable 

is this? What a damp muſt it throw over our 
friendſhips? How difficult muſt it be for perſons, | 

q who have any tender feelings, to think, without 4 


| diſtreſs, of agreeable connexions which they ſee | 
1 will end in a ſpeedy and final ſeparation; or, of . 

valuable friends, all whoſe valuable qualities are, 

| in a little while, to be wholly extinguiſhed, and N 
whom they are juſt going to loſe for ever? The 
| - more agreeable the connexions are, the more diſtreſs 
1 muſt ſuch apprehenſions create; and the more 
i valuable our friends, the greater reaſon will there 
9 be for pain. 1 i 
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But, ſuppoſe what has been aſſerted in this diſ- 
courſe ; ſuppoſe, that our preſent conneCtions are 


to be renewed hereafter, that we are again to ſee 
| thoſe valuable perſons who are gone before us from 


hence, or, that the friendſhips which now take 
place between worthy men, are only the-beginnings 
of an union of minds, that will be continued and 


perfected in the heavens : Suppoſe this, I ſay, and 
all will be triumph. We ſhall have abundant en- 
couragement to cultivate friendſhip. The view of 
death will have a tendency to increaſe, rather than 


damp the pleaſures attending it. The addition of 
a good friend or relative will be the addition of 
one, who will ſhare with us in the joys of immor- 
tality, who will enter with us into the city of the 
img God, and be our everlaſting companion in 


'Tis natural to remark farther on this 3 
how important it is that we cultivate only virtuous 


friendſhips. Cicero has obſerved, with the higheſt 
_ reaſon, that all friendſhip ought to be founded in 


virtue. 'There is certainly nothing elſe that can 


make it ſafe, laſting and happy. It is its cement, 
life, joy and crown. There is no other permanent 


foundation of love, or bond of union between 


Teaſonable beings. But there is nothing much 
better fitted to ſhew the importance of virtue in 
' friendſhip, than the ſubject now under our con- 
ſideration. How ſhocking muſt it be to believe, 


that 
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that our deareſt intimate is one whom we carinot 
expect to ſee hereafter in bliſs, one who wants the 
love of the Deity, and who is haſtening faſt to 
everlaſting puniſhment? How can any perſon 
think of having in his boſom an enemy to the 
order of the world, and a child of perdition and 
ruin? With what pain muſt an attentive perſon _ 
look upon ſuch a friend, and what concern muſt he 
feel for him? On this account, were irreligious 
friends to allow themfelves time enough for reflec- 
tion, they would neceſſarily be the cauſes of the 
greateſt trouble to one another. Did they duly 
attend to their own circumſtances, the danger they 
are in, the precariouſneſs of life, and the nearneſs 
of the time when they ſhall be ſeparated, never 
again to meet, except in that world where joy is 
never known, and hope never comes ; did they, I 
ſay, properly attend to theſe things, they would 
ſurely be incapable of bearing one another; their 
love would be turned into anguiſh, and their friend- 
| ſhip into horror. Let us then avoid, as much as 
we well can, becoming intimately connected with 
any, except the virtuous and worthy. Let us re- 
ſolve to cultivate friendſhip only with thoſe whom 
we may hope to be happy with or ever. 

In the next place. It is a very obvious obſerva- 
tion on the preſent ſubject, that it affords the beſt 
conſolation in a time of grief for the death of 
ſriends. It is, I think, very credible that death is 
Ti | an 
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an event, for which, fuch creatures as we are, 
might not at firſt be deſigned. It looks like a 
break in our exiſtence, attended with ſuch circum- 
| ſtances as may well incline us to believe, that it is 
a calamity in which we have been involved, rather 


than a method of tran/ition from one ſtate of exiſtence 


to another, originally appointed by our creator and 
common under his government. This, the ſcrip- 
tures declare plainly to be the real fact: But then, 
it ſhould be remembered, that the ſame ſcriptures 
inform us further, that we have a great deliverer, 


who came into the world, hat we might have * 


life; and who, by death has deſtroyed death and him 


who had the fawer of death, and obtained far us 
wverlaſting redemſition. ? 
The dark and dreary grave, therefore, has now 
nothing in it that ſhould make it appear terrible. 


To virtuous men, it is no more than a bed of reſt 


till the morning of a joyful reſurrection. We 


have, as chriſtians, ſomething better to ſupport us 
under the anguiſh produced by the death of friends, 


than the cold alternative of the antient philoſophers, 


that either they are happy, or returned to the ſtate 


they were in before they were born. We may 
exult in the expectation of finding them again, and 


renewing our friendſhip with chem in a better 
country. The worſt that death can do, is to cauſe 


John x. 10,—Heb, ii, 14.—ix. 12. 
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a ſhort interruption in our intercourſe with them; 
or to remove them from our ſight for a moment: 
We ſhall ſoon follow them, be raiſed up with them 
to a new life, and take poſſeſſion with them of an 
inheritance incorrufitible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away*. Such are the hopes which the bleſſed 
goſpel gives; and well may they elevate our minds 
above theſe ſcenes of mortality, dry up our tears 
in every ſeaſon of ſorrow, and inſpire us always 
with joy unſficakable and full of F glory, The 
whole effect which the inroads made by death 
among our friends, ſhould have upon us, is to 
render us more diligent in religious virtue, and to 
quicken us to greater zeal in endeavouring to ſecure 
a meeting with them and with all worthy men 
hereafter. It ſhould belong only to thoſe, whoſe 
regards are confined to this world and who have 
no hope, to be inconſolable on fuch occafions. 
Once more: I would obſerve, that the expectation 
which virtuous friends have of being compleatly 
happy t6gether hereafter, furniſhes them with a 
very important direction for regulating their preſent 
behaviour to one another. They ſhould maintain 
in their whole deportment, that purity and dignity 
which become ſo high an expectation. They 
| ſhould endeavour, by their examples and admo- 
nitions, to excite in one another an earneſt ardor 


* x Peter i. 35 4+ + 1 Peter i. 8. 
to 
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to excel in every worthy quality, and watch con- 
tinually over one another, leaſt, through the indul- 
gence of any failures, they ſhould loſe future bliſs, 
and come to be eternally ſeparated from one ano- 
ther. 'Thefr views ought to be directed always to 
the heavenly ſtate, and their whole concern ſhould 
be ſo to live and converſe together, as to ſecure a 
joyful meeting there. 

The pleaſures of ſociety and biendbip are ſome 
of the greateſt we are capable of. It is not credible, 


that there is any created intelligence that enjoys a 


Uappineſs which is independent of all focial cor- 


reſpondencies and connexions. A ſtate wholly 


ſolitary muſt want many of the principal ſources 


of bliſs. It appears dark and deſolate, and cannot 
admit of the exertion of ſome of the nobleſt powers 
of reaſonable beings. Friendſhip therefore, in all 
probability, is everlaſting and univerſal in the rational 
creation, and will make a part of our happineſs in 
every future period of our exiſtence. The con- 
ſideration of this has a tendency to raiſe our ideas 
of its value, and ſhould engage us to be anxious 
about ſo acting in this relation now, and ſo im- 


_ proving its bleſſings, as that we may go from 


hence properly qualified for the more noble and 


exalted friendſhips of another world. How noble 


and exalted theſe will be, it cannot enter into our 


hearts to conceive. It is impoſſible to look for- 
wards to them with lively faith and attention, with- 
ja out. 
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out feeling an alacrity and elevation of mind, not 
to be produted by any other cauſe. Let us, before 
we diſmiſs this ſubject, fix our thoughts here a 
moment, and recolle& ſome of the obtervations 
which have been made. 

It gives us, in. the preſent life, à pleafute of the 
higheſt kind, to converſe with wiſe and worthy 
men amidſt all our preſent imperſections, and not- 
withſtanding the certain proſpect of being in a little 
while parted by death. What then will it be to 
join the general aſſembly of the great and good in 
the heavens ; to de feſtored there to thoſe who are 
now the deſire of our eyes and the joy of our 
. hearts; to converſe with them when freed from 
every weakneſs and adorned with every amiable 
quality, and to make a part of the glorious com- 
pany of Chriſt's faithful followers at his ſecond 
coming? What will it be, not only to have our 
preſent friendſhips thus perpetuated, but to com- 
mence new ones with ſuperior beings ; to live and 
reign with the Saviour of ſinful mortals, and to be 
for ever improving, with all the virtuous part of the 
creation, under the eye and care of the Almighty ? 
Wie are now frail, feeble, ignorant and helpleſs, 
We think, we ſpeak and act like children; but, in 
a little time, we ſhall be advanced to a more perfect 
ſtate, and receive our complete conſummation in 
ſoul and body in everlaſting glory. Soon the dark- 
neſs of this world will vaniſh, every weight will 
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be removed from our aſpiring minds, our higheſt 
faculties gain full ſcope for exertion, and unclouded 
\ endleſs day dawn upon us. We {hail be brought 


to the heavenly Feruſalem, to an innumerable com- 


pany of angels, to the ſpirits of juſt men made ſierfect, 


to Feſus the mediator of the new covenant, and to God 


the judge of all. We have latent powers which it 


may be the buſineſs of eternity to evolye. We are 
capable of an infinite variety of agreeable percep- 
tions and ſenſations, which are now as incompre- 


henſible to us, as the enjoyments of a grown man 


are to an infant in the womb. Our preſent exiſt- 
ence is but the firſt ſtep of an alcent | in dignity and 
bliſs, which will never come to an end, How 


amazing and extatick this proſpect ? What ſhall 


we ſome time or other be? But let us take care to 
remember the truth, which, in this diſcourſe, have 
all along kept in ſight. Let us not forget, that none 


but perſons of righteous lives and characters have 
reaſon to rejoice in theſe views. The workers of 


iniquity will not riſe but Ant. They will be driven 


from the ſociety of virtuous beings. They will 


loſe infinite happineſs, and be caſt away for ever. 


They are nuiſances in the creation, and unfit to be 


preſerved ; or, according to our Lord's repreſenta- 
tion, the tares among the wheat, and when the time 0 
. har veſt ſhall come, he will ſay to his reafiers, gather 


pegether, firſt the tares, and bind them in bundles, 


ang 
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and burn them; but gather the wheat into my 
garn k. 
Would you then make ſure of the happineſs I 
have been repreſenting ? Would you, when every 
earthly connexion is broken, obtain admiſſion into 
a better world, and an union with thoſe you love in 
the habitations of the juſt? Would you be able, 
+ hereafter, to join your voice to the voices of mil- 
lions, who, after the long filence of the grave, will 
break forth into St. Paul's ſong of triumph, O grave 
where is thy victory? O death where is thy ing? 
Blefſed be God who giveth us the victory through 
Feſus Chriſt? Would you riſe to a place on Chriſt's 
throne +; or, ſee the time when you ſhall look down 
upon arch-angels? Then avoid vice. Practiſe | 
true religion. Strive to get above defiling paſſions, 
and to grow in every excellent diſpoſition. On 
this, all depends. This is the only preparation for 
bliſs, and the only way to favour under the divine 
government. All anxiety, except about this, every 
human being will ſoon know to be folly. unſpeak- 
able. Remember, that if there is ſuch a ſtate of 
future exiſtence as has been deſcribed, there is 
nothing worth a ſingle thought, compared with 
making proviſion for it; and that, conſcious of your 
_ own dignity, it becomes you to look continually 
above every thing mortal, and to ſpurn with diſdain 


* Matthe Riii, 30. + Rey, iii, 21. 
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at thoſe pleaſures, profits and honours, on Which 
the children of this world ſet their hearts. Bleſſed 
are they who keep the commandments of God, that 
they may have a right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into the city*. He that 
overcometh all inherit all things, But the fearful 
and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murtherers, 
and whoremongers, and ſorcerers, and idolaters, and 
all liars, fhall have their fiart in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimſtone; which is the ſecond 
acath. - 


* Rev. xxii. 14.—Xxi. 77 8. 


THE END, 
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